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the beginning of his official career and to consider
in particular the results produced thereupon by the
forcible  impact  of  Europe's  material  civilisation.
At the time when Li Hung-chang laid the foundations
of his remarkable career as a military leader against
the Taiping rebels, the invasion of China's splendid
isoktion by the armies and traders of the West had
already become a permanent factor, evidently des-
tined to modify very seriously the sentiments and
habits of the Chinese people.   The suddenness and
strength of the new forces thus brought to  bear
upon   a   people   atavistically   opposed   to   change
rendered it inevitable that the process of adaptation
would be difficult and fraught with much danger to
the nation's political institutions.   The outstanding
feature of Li Hung-chang?s genius as a statesman
consists in that, almost alone amongst his contem-
poraries, he realised at once the strength of these new
forces and the necessity of meeting them (as Japan
was successfully doing) by radical modifications of
the ancient systems of education and government*
The principles and traditions of statecraft with which
the government of China had heretofore been iden-
tified were those which, during long centuries of self-
sufficient isolation, had proved effective in main-
taining an autocratic system based on moral force,
together with a type of civilisation remarkable for
its homogeneous continuity.    Li's chief claim  to
greatness and the keynote to his long career of multi-
farious activity, lie in the fact that, from the outset,
he perceived that  steam-travel and  the  military
science of the West must speedily relegate most ol
his country's ancient traditions to the limbo of things
useless and outworn.   His efforts to lead his fellow*